
SHOOTING OF PEGGY MARSH'S HUSBAND STILL A MYSTERY;
JACK CLIFFORD TELLS PART HE PLAYED IN STRANGE DRAMA

DISTRICT ATTORNEY
DECLARES BULLET
FIRED IN ACCIDENT

ButState Trooper L ¥, Boyce Points Oof Many
discrepancies in the Testimony of Witnesses
to the Shooting.Pistol Mysterioisly disap¬
peared With Garment of Wonnded Man as tie
Inquiry Continued.

PL.ATTSBURG. Sept. 30.
T the end of a week's inten-

*. officials and private inter¬
ests, the shooting of Albert L.
Johnson, the aviator, husband, of
Peggy Marsh, the bizarre dancer,
remains as deep a mystery as ever.

From the beginning the case has
been surrounded by a veritable en¬

tanglement of contradictory testi¬
mony. so dense that District Attor¬
ney Harold A. Jerry, of Clinton
county, has not been able to pene¬
trate it.
He stated today that he had

found no real evidence to show
thl^t an attempt had been made to
murder Johnson nor anything to
Indicate that the shot that nearly
cost the youth his life was fired
With suicidal Intent.
Jack Clifford, husband of Evelyn

Ni'Sbit; Peggy Marsh, whose suit
aKainst the Field estate made her
famous, and Johnson himself, who
adopted her child after he married
the younff woman, have been ques¬
tioned. Vet the prosecutor is still

cause me to be far from satisfied.
In the first place, Johnson told me
that h^ shot himself with Jack
Clifford's gun and his wife said the
same thing.
"Yesterday Clifford was positive

that Johnson himself owned the
weapon with which he had been
shot. *

ROWED FOR LIFE.Jack Clifford, husband of Evelyn
Nesbit, rowed the boat across the lake with the doctor, thea
helped convey Albert L. Johnson, the wounded man, to th®
hospital.

trying to iron out the discrepancies
In the various statements.
For there are important discrep¬

ancies in the testimony of several
witnesses already examined, dis
crepancles that are wholly incom¬
patible with exact truth-. Further
there is a pronounced anxiety on

the part of all directly concerned
to suppress the details of the af¬
fair as far as possible and to pre¬
vent publicity being given the vari¬
ous persons who were present at
the party that preceded the shoot¬

ing.
JI NT TWO PRESENT.
Peggy Marsh and "Buddie" John¬

son were rounding out their run¬

away honeymoon at the Clifford
camp on Lake Chateaugay when
the pistol was discharged, sending
* bullet through the bridegroom's
Intestines which passed through
his body.

It was announced emphatically
that Clifford, who Is still the hus¬
band of Evelyn Nesbit, despite
long-drawn divorce litigation, wits

not at "Camp Jack," and that
Peggy and Buddie were the only
persons who witnessed the shoot¬

ing.
Ijiter It was brought out that

*!!if«ord was there, conspicuously
there, and that there were several
other notables on Broadway who
were also present. Sergt. A. F.
Boyce, of the State constabulary.
Who Is assisting the prosecuting
officer's Inquiry, uncovered other
important facts which still call for
explanation. When he called for
the shirt which Johnson had worn

be was told that It bnd been torn

Up for bandages. When he asked
for the pistol from which the bul¬
let had been discharged, he wns

told that a maid had taken It away,
but the maid told him that the
weapon had not been removed by
her from the lodge.
TIIK SERGEANT SlSPICIOl'S.
Here Is the way Sergeant Boyce

expressed his suspicions after four
days' Investigation:
"Amazing conflict In statements

liavt- «'« vctoiM'd ii> ilii* . iist' whU li

"Then Peggy Marsh cave me two
versions of how the shooting took
place. Once she said that her hus¬
band had accidentally pulled the
trigger. Afterward she said that
the gun had been discharged aa
the result of being dropped.
HARD TO GOT FACTS.
"We had difficulty in getting to

talk with the members of the
Johnson family at all. They are

very reticent. Mrs. Johnson, the
wounded man's mother, and
Thomas Johnson, his brother, ure
here. The authorities at the Cham-
plain Valley Hospital are also re¬

luctant to talk and to permit us to
carry on our investigation.
"We have definitely determined

that It was Jack Clifford himself
who made the dash across the lake
in a motorboat to call Dr. Thurber
from Brainardsvllle Immediately
after the shooting. This Is In the
face of the statement by Peggy
Marsh that an unknown camp at¬
tache made the trip.

After taking the physician
across the lake in the motorbcat.
Clifford became lost in the fog,
and finally they had to aliandoiv
the launch and take a rowboat.
"Dr. Thurber, when interro¬

gated as to the condition of the
wound, said that Clifford, being
well versed in medical matters,
had cleaned the wound with
iodine, and if there had been any
powder burns about the entrance
wound they were not present
when he examined the patient.
CLIFFORD'S ACTIONS.
"The next morning, when the

party was ready to start for
Plattsburg with Johnson, Clifford
accompanied them as far as Mer¬
rill's Landing, where a trail leads
away from the lake toward civi¬
lization. Why he didn't come all
the way Into Plattsburg with the
Injured man he has failed to ex¬

plain.
"We were told, however, that
nobody except Mrs. Johnson heard
the shot, and that the resuliant
confusion had led some of the
other occupants of the lodge to

CAST OF NOTED CHARACTERS IN AMAZING "ACCIDENT" IN WILDERNESS

THE SUSPICIOUS SERGEANT.A. F. Boyce, of the
State police, who has pointed out contradictions and ris

crepancies in the testimony of witnesses to the shooting that
are still unexplained.
believe that a family altercation
was In profcrcss.
"The only pernon that we hive

Identified In the group that rush¬
ed to Johnson's aid after the shot
was fired is Charles H. Bacon, a

Plattsburgh business man, who
was either a guest at the Clifford
lodge or who had a cabin near by.
He was supposed to be staying at
Lake Chateaugay for his nerves.

"We Hlso di«cover*d the name
of Mrs. Johnson's maid, despite
certain efforts to keep It quiet.
She la Olive Sherrlngham, of New
York city, and she has been acting
ns governess to little Tony Mnrah,
. 'ejtgy's son."

Now, In sharp contrast at many
points 10 the sergeant's statement*
here is the story that I'eggy Marsh
told at the bedside of her wounded
husband the day after the shoot¬
ing
Sho was attending hird as nurse

and often he interrupted her with
a gesture. She was nervous, dis¬
traught from the excitement of the
affair at least and physically ex¬

hausted nearly, but she did not
hesitate as she gpve this explana¬
tion of the shooting:
"My hushand haa told me exact¬

ly how the shootinK occurred.
Heretofore mv idea of the wliol.-
thing had been hazy and I had

c7ac£s Zo(£f(? . Cftaf<?<zxyay
THE SCENE OF THE SHOOTING.Camp Jack, owned by Jack Clifford, and leased

by the Johnsons, where the shot was fired that nearly converted the honeymoon trip into
a tragedy for Peggy Marsh's aviator husband. Above is Ann Luther, motion-picture ac¬
tress, and one of the guests at the camp.

been too distracted to think coher¬
ently.

"Albert and I came up here
Thursday afternoon from New
York. Our littfe son, Tony, was
Wjth us. as were several of my
personal attendants.

-'There were no oilier "tiesl* ill
(lie Clifford lodge. Jack was npt
lliere, ell her. We had merely
leased lite place for a few weeks'
outing.
"We had been there earlier In

the season, but had returned to
New York for my dancing engage¬
ment. leaving Tony at the cimp.
Albert returned two weeks airo, hut
en I n» down for me l«s» Mondn v

and we arrived at the camp a era In
<»n Thursday. It was so far from
civilization that we contemplated
a complete rest.

"Shortly after we got there, Al¬
bert took a Colt revolver belong¬
ing to Clifford, and we were shoot¬
ing at bottles In the yard. Then
he went to his room and got a

Smith & Wesson revolver of his
own. He continued to use the
Smith A Wesson, while T turned
my attention to other things.
TIIB TWO WEAT0N8.

"Albert finally went Into <h»
house and clean"! and oiled tha
Smfth A revolver. H*
placed five shells In the chamber*.

leaving the sixth chamber of the
cylinder empty for the hammer to
rest on.

"Now, It seems as though the
cylinders of the Colt guns revolve
In an opposite direction from
those of the Smith A Wesson
guns. The Smith A Wesson cyl¬
inder turns from left to r,ght,
clock wise, and the Colt gun In the
other direction.

"Albert was imed to the Colt.
As be tried to turn the empty
chamber under the hammer, he
got ml*"d, and, Instead swum* a

loaded chamber under the flrln*
pin

"lie wm all IImi while ImMlnir

&aro7d/J. <7errtf.
jPtsd.

DISTRICT ATTORNEY H. A.
JERRY, who, after a week's in¬
vestigation, admits that much is
still to be explained, but pro¬
fesses to believe that neither mur¬
der nor suicide was intended when
Johnson wok shot.

hi* finger on tlie trigger.« fool
Ish thing to do. I entered the
rootn at that moment, a< roinpaninl
by one of tlie atlaflira of the |ila<e
whose name I do not know. Tin
latter wM going to perform sonn

slight service for me.

TIIK GIN IS KIKED.
"We opened the door Jyst It.

time to see a blinding flash. an>

my husband sank to the floor wit'
blood spurting from his side.
fainted instantly, and I afterwan
learned that the attendant ca:

ried me to sofa and then ran to
the aid of Albert.

"Albert was bleeding profuseh
and getting weaker. We tied thv
wound and the attendant took f.

motor boat and started across th.
lake and tried to get Dr. Thurber
Albert was in such pain that h-
woflld lose consciousness for a tlnv
and then come hack.
"The man reached Dr. Thurber'.-

lodge and they started back im
mediately. As evening came on, a

heavy fog settled over the small
lake.

"I sat there trying to ease Al¬
bert's pain, but having small luck
He was beginning to bleed again
and I thought several times thai
he was dying.
"Far off in the fog we could

hear the put-put put of the motor
boat, but It never seemed to get
any closer. Then the boat's ex

haust died away and we couldn':
hear It. It was dark by this tlm*

"An hour later, Dr. Thurber and
the man arrived In a row boa'
They had become lost In the fog
and Instead of making our landing
In the motorboat, they had cruised
clear around the lake and finally
grounded the boat In a weed bank,
near Thurber's place. They waded
ashore and took the rowboat.

I.ONG DEI.AY DANGEROUS.
"Dr. Thurber quickly gave Al¬

bert narcotlca to kill the pain and
applied flrat-ald treatment. The
lake was getting rough on account
of the wind and the fog atJll
obscured portiona of the water.
"We did not dare atart for town

wtth Albert until the laka quieted
All that time he waa barely alive
and we prayed that the waters
would calm ao that we e«n1d start

"It was net until after davbreak \
FYlday that we aet out In the row

boat for Thurher'a home, fwiri
from whleh a rough trail leada tr

Plattshurg We had Albert tW
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